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Conference summary
On the 11th and 12th of November in Moscow the online international forum Wings 
of the Future 2020 was held. The online format made it possible to significantly 
expand the audience of the forum (in two days almost 800 air transport profes-
sionals, with a record number of representatives of airlines and airports took part 
in it), as well as to attract a star team of outstanding speakers from around the 
world.

The Russia and CIS region’s major air transport event provided its participants 
with rare opportunity to discuss the prospects of civil aviation, to feel how the 
air transport industry lives, to communicate with its leaders, with colleagues and 
friends — though remotely.

Up until recently the future appeared to be a more or less linear extension of 
the present. For many decades, the global air passenger traffic doubled every 15 
years, and analysts did not hesitate to publish their forecasts for 20 years ahead. 
Sure enough, probabilities of all sorts of crises, including quite serious ones, were 
never ruled out, but on the exponential diagram of air travel market development 
they looked like dents, which could push the graph several years to the right, but 
they wouldn’t break the trend. Until now.

The ongoing crisis induced by the pandemic is unprecedented both for its cause, 
which lies completely outside economy, and for the scope of its effect on the air-
line industry. Back in spring, ICAO published three scenarios for possible situation 
development marked V, U and L. The shape of the letter smartly reflects the depth 
of the dent on the diagram. In recent analysis, published this October, the set of 
scenarios was extended, but still quite evident, that the optimistic V-scenario with 
a steep decline and prompt recovery has not materialized. Now it is either the U 
or W-scenarios with a more or less prolonged recovery but which would eventu-
ally return to exponential growth — or the L-scenario, in which a steep decline is 
followed by a prolonged period of depression, and it’s hard to say anything about 
growth with any degree of certainty in any foreseeable future. 

No one knows, which scenario the reality will follow. What’s more, commer-
cial aviation is not some passive observer of the unraveling situation, it is a proac-
tive player. Transformation of the industry, for which the crisis has proved to be a 
powerful driver, will serve as a launching pad for future development. By discuss-
ing options and by going with our own plans, we are shaping the future. This is 
the mission of the 18th international forum Wings of the Future.
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Testimonials
“ I was looking forward to joining the Wings of the Future Forum, and my 

first ATO Conference. I just recently took responsibility for Russia and the 

CIS in my new EMEA role. While we all look forward to having real meetings 

again, I am grateful for this opportunity to share some of my views on what I 

believe to be a market of enormous potential.” — Cesar Pereira, Vice Presi-

dent EMEA for Embraer Commercial Aviations

“ Thank you for the invitation. It was my pleasure to participate, and I was 

impressed with the speaker line-up. It was interesting to hear their pre-

sentations. It is very important, that you provide an opportunity to watch the 

recordings after the event. This helps not to miss interesting interviews despite 

high workload.” — Anton Galatenko, Director, Marketing and product qual-

ity department, Rossiya Airlines

“ Regarding the conference, I have come to the conclusion that they need to 

be held in the future. To my regret I have to note that it was mostly about 

the problems the industry has been faced with. This is understandable, because 

these difficulties arose due to sudden external force majeure factors. So I was 

not able to sense any constructive optimism when the measures for overcoming 

the current situation were reviewed — probably I was not the only one. Thank 

you for inviting me to participate in the conference, I wish all organizers good 

health and success in these unsuccessful times.” — Vladimir Andreev, Utair

“ In the current challenging situation, we continue to focus on what we do 

best: keeping aircraft flying and providing the most reliable technical aircraft 

services to our customers. Notwithstanding the crisis, our airline customers can 

rely on Lufthansa Technik. We are happy to discuss their needs and dedicated 

solutions at this year’s Wings of the Future Aviation Forum.” — Dmitri Zaitsev, 

Regional Director for Eastern Europe and the CIS, Lufthansa Technik

“ This is one of the most notable events in the industry, useful for all partici-

pants in the aviation market in Russia and the CIS. An excellent platform 

for discussing current topics and exchanging views, including with renowned 

international experts.“ — Natalya Nikitina, Partner, Head of Aviation Practice, 

Moscow Office, White & Case

“ The conference just continues to build momentum, even in online format. 

The speaker line-up is impressive, as well as the audience in general. It was 

interesting to compare the opinions of representatives of different segments of 

the aviation market on the crisis that has hit the industry and the possible re-

covery prospects.“ — Alexey Moskvin, Strategy Analyst, Domodedovo Airport
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Industry

38% Russian airlines

6% Foreign Airlines

6% CIS airlines

10% Airports

6% Media

6% IT

6% Travel agencies, metasearch engines, OTA

4% MRO providers

4% Consulting

3% Manufacturers

2% Industry associations

2% Education

2% Government officials

2% Lawyers

2% Leasing, insurance and finance

1% Oil companies

твс сибири

77 Russian and foreign airlines Audience
36 airports: A-Group, Airports 

of regions, Barnaul, Basel Aero, 

Borispol, Chita, Domodedovo, 

Emelyanovo, Fergana, Kaluga, 

Khrabrovo, Krasnoyarsk, Magni-

togorsk, Mineralnie Vody, Minsk, 

Namangan, Omsk, PANH, Pulkovo, 

Qarshi, Roshchino, Sheremetyevo, 

Simferopol, Sochi, Surgut, Termez, 

Tolmachevo, Ufa, Ulyanovsk, Ur-

gench, Vnukovo, Voronezh, Zhu-

kovsky, Lithuanian Airports, Lon-

don Stansted Airport, Munich 

Airport
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Maribel Rodríguez, SVP 
Membership & Commercial, 
World Travel Tourism Council

Cesar Pereira, Vice 
President, Embraer

Javed Malik, Group Chief 
Operations Officer, Air Asia

Aboudy Nasser, CCO, 
London Stansted Airport

Athar Husain Khan, 
Secretary General, EBAA

Dr. Ralf Gaffal, Managing 
Director, Munich 
Airport International

Wolfgang Reuss, SVP Network 
Management, airBaltic

Thanos Pascalis, CEO, Ellinair Dmitry Krasnov, Vice 
President Russia & CIS, SITA

Bernd Seitter, Vice President 
Eastern Europe, CheckMobile

Dr. Karlheinz Haag, 
Guest Professor, The 
University of Graz.png 

Chris Markou, Head 
of Operational Cost 
Management, Flight 
Operations, IATA 

Julien Franiatte, Head of 
Airbus Russia

Jorge A Molina, Marketing 
Director, The Boeing Company

Jozsef Varadi, CEO, Wizz Air Konstantin Pyankov, 
Deputy Director for 
Strategy, S7 Group

Denis Pomerantsev, 
Deputy General Director 
for Finance, Smartavia

Dmitri Zaitsev, Regional 
Director for Eastern Europe 
and the CIS, Lufthansa Technik

Among 
speakers



6 | Wings of the Future, November 11–12, 2020

Agenda
The first day of the forum was devoted to global issues of air transport develop-
ment in a new reality, changes in the aircraft market. During the interactive session 
the following speakers shared their vision and forecasts: Maribel Rodriguez, SVP 
Membership & Commercial of the World Travel & Tourism Council; Cesar Pereira, 
Vice President, Commercial Aircraft Division, Embraer; Javed Malik, Group Chief 
Operations Officer, Board Member, Executive Advisor to FTE, Transformation C Suite 
Member, AirAsia; Aboudy Nasser, Chief Commercial Officer at London Stansted 
Airport; Athar Husain Khan, Secretary General of the European Business Aviation 
Association (EBAA); Dr. Ralf Gaffal, Managing Director of Munich Airport Interna-
tional; Wolfgang Reuss, SVP Network Management of the Latvian national carrier 
airBaltic; Thanos Pascalis, CEO of Greek airline Ellinair.

In the second half of the first day of the forum, speakers discussed the drivers 
of the restoration of the air transport market, among which digital transformation 
plays a significant role, and the importance of optimization and management of 
the airline fleet during the crisis period. These specialists shared their views with 
the participants: Dmitry Krasnov, Vice President for Russia and the CIS, SITA; Ber-
nd Seitter, Vice President Eastern Europe, CheckMobile; Dr. Karlheinz Haag, Guest 
Professor at the University of Graz (Austria); Chris Markou, Head of Operational 
Cost Management, Flight Operations, IATA; Julien Franiatte, Head of Airbus Rus-
sia; Jorge A Molina, Marketing Director, the Boeing Company. 

The second day of the forum, the 12th of November, was focused on the air 
transport market in Russia and Central Eurasia. Among the main topics were the 
prospects and ways of restoring the region’s air market, the specifics of aviation 

financing and leasing, the economic state of airlines, and aircraft maintenance in a 
new reality. First, the results of the first day’s hot talks were discussed by Boris Rybak, 
CEO, Infomost Consulting; Dmitry Mirgorodsky, Partner, Concuros; and Alexey Sin-
itskiy, Research and Development Director, Infomost Consulting. Then the audience 
was addressed by Jozsef Varadi, CEO of the European low-cost carrier Wizz Air; 
Yulia Rybakova, Advisor to the Head of Rostourism (The Federal Agency for Tourism 
of the Russian Federation); Natalya Nikitina, Partner, Head of Aviation Practice at 
the Moscow office of White & Case; Justin Benson, Partner, Head of Global Avia-
tion Group, White & Case; Lukasz Laski, Aviation Finance Banker, Investec. 
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As always at the Wings of the Future forums, panel discussions with the par-
ticipation of leading players of the air transport market attracted great interest of 
the participants. The first of them, “The economy of airlines in a crisis period: what 
is the safety margin?” was moderated by Ilya Kabachnik, Deputy General Director 
for Aviation and Space Insurance at AlfaStrakhovanie. The participants of the dis-
cussion were Konstantin Pyankov, Deputy Director for Strategy, S7 Group; Vladimir 
Gorbunov, General Director, Yakutia Airlines; Natalya Koshevar, Deputy General 
Director for External Relations, RusLine; Felix Kozlov, Member of Board of Direc-
tors, Jet Concierge Europe SIA.

The second panel discussion, “Ways of development of the air transport mar-
ket in the post-COVID-19 era”, was moderated by Sergey Koltovich, Member of 
Board of Directors of Magnitogorsk International Airport and Elista Airport, Forbes 
contributor. The discussion was attended by Dmitry Belokon, Vice President of Net-
work and Fleet Management, Utair; Alexander Krutov, Deputy General Director 
for Commercial Activities, RusLine Airlines; Denis Pomerantsev, Deputy General 
Director for Finance, Smartavia Airlines.

The forum ended with a panel discussion “MRO: Air Transport Engineering”, 
where, answering the questions of Boris Rybak, CEO of Infomost Consulting, 
shared their opinion: Dmitry Zaitsev, Regional Director for Eastern Europe and the 
CIS, Lufthansa Technik; Maxim Pivovar, IT Director, S7 Technics; Ulmas Khamidov, 
Maintenance Planning Manager, Somon Air; Pavel Tereshchenkov, Technical Di-
rector, AZUR Air.
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Wings of the Future award ceremony for 
young leaders of the air transport industry
A significant event within the framework of the forum on November 12 was the online Wings of the Future 
award ceremony for young leaders of the air transport industry.

The prizes were awarded to talented young executives of airlines and airports — those who will shape 
the future of the air transport industry, the industry that has been and remains the vital link between people, 
countries and continents, despite all ongoing adversities.
•	 Aircraft flight operations: Vasily Kirichenko, captain А319 / A320/A321, S7 Airlines
•	 Flight Safety: Alexander Schukin, head of research group, department for aviation incident prevention 

and flight safety management, Volga-Dnepr Moscow
•	 Aviation Security: Lidiya Mironova, deputy head, aviation security service, Ulyanovsk Airport
•	 Ground Handling: Andrey Sorokin, deputy director for ground handling, S7 Airlines
•	 Operations: Kirill Ermakov, director, quality control directorate, Sheremetyevo Handling
•	 Economy and finances: Andrey Suryadny, financial director, RusLine
•	 Commerce and Business Development: Nonna Golubeva, commercial director, Ulyanovsk Airport
•	 Legal: Yuriy Polikutin, lead legal adviser, Chita Airport; Ivan Pripisnov, head of legal department, Sochi 

International Airport
•	 Information Technology: Alexander Selyaev, director, IT and security department, Red Wings
General partner to the Wings of the Future Award is SITA, one of the world’s technology leaders in creating 
information and telecommunication systems for the air transport industry.
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We thank our sponsors
The Wings of the Future international forum was held by Infomost Consulting, a leading organizer of professional events in the transport 
sector, with the support and participation of the general insurance partner AlfaStrakhovanie, and the forum’s partners — Lufthansa 
Technik, Embraer and White & Case. The general partner of the Wings of the Future award is SITA.

Moscow, +7 495 651–94–35, www.events.ato.ru
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