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Conference Review
The Wings of the Future International Aviation Forum
took place on October 27 in Moscow. Despite the eve
of the lockdown, and may be even thanks to it, the
Forum gathered a wide audience (about 250 people at
the event and more than 200 on the online broadcast,
which the organizing committee made free of charge
after the announcement of the impending lockdown).
But the main reason for such a representative audience is the stellar team of speakers from around the
world. The aviation forum, the largest in the region
of Russia and the CIS, provided the participants with
an opportunity, which is not easy for today, to join
the discussion of the problems and prospects of civil
aviation, to feel how the air transport industry lives,
to communicate — both live and remotely — with its decreased by 6,650, that is, by 30% compared to 2019. In 2021, there was some
leaders, to meet with colleagues and friends.
growth, but the number of unique connections is still 15% lower than in 2019. At
The world’s civil aviation is facing the largest crisis in the same time, the debt burden on the industry remains to be extremely high, and
its history. The impact of the pandemic is unprecedented the profitability of air transportation is steadily declining and has decreased by 40%
compared to all previous disasters. IATA estimates the over the decade.
total losses to the industry to be more than $200 bilThe recovery is proceeding slowly, and it is extremely difficult to predict the
lion from 2020 to 2022. The connectivity of the route future development, but it is safe to say that there will be no return to the previous
network has sharply decreased worldwide in 2020, the configuration of the air transport market.
number of unique pairs of cities connected by air routes
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However, several trends can be noted that will play
an important role in the future. The digital transformation of the industry is developing at an accelerated
pace, and the pandemic restrictions have added a new
momentum in this direction. Sustainable environmental
and economic development of the industry is becoming more and more urgent, new requirements affect
many aspects, including the financing of the industry,
as the ESG rating begins to play an increasingly important role. In this regard, there is a growing interest
in alternative energy sources from biofuels to liquid
hydrogen. It can be expected that in the foreseeable
future a fundamentally new market segment will be
formed — local transportation on electric aircraft, aircraft with a hybrid drive will appear, and in the longer
term — aircraft on cryogenic fuel.
The structure of air transport is changing. The longhaul market has been hit hardest by the pandemic.
Four-engine wide-body aircraft are almost completely
and, apparently, irrevocably replaced by twin-engine
ones. The shrinking cargo capacity, amid a dramatic
drop in long-haul wide-body flights, has led to an
unexpected renaissance in cargo airlines and specialized freighters, even though just three years ago this
segment of the market seemed to be on the verge of
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extinction. The transformation of the long-haul market
is also facilitated by the formation of a new segment
associated with the emergence and spread of narrowbody aircraft with an ultra-long flight range. And lowcost airlines set the tone on medium-haul routes.
The behavior of passengers, which determines the
demand for transportation, has also changed. Probably, provided the restrictions are lifted, travel to visit
relatives and to rest can recover more or less quickly,
if, of course, the level of solvency does not fall. In
the segment of corporate transportation, the situation looks much more complicated, there are reasons
to believe that in the foreseeable future the business
segment will not recover at all in the same volume —
it has been replaced by online meetings and, in part,
by flights on business jets, including sharing schemes.
Thus, commercial aviation has largely lost the most
profitable segment of transportation. And on mediumhaul routes, the most important and almost the only
criterion was the cost of transportation, low-cost airlines set the tone, and the concept of an airline brand
is becoming more and more blurred.
As noted by Andrey Martirosov, CEO of the Utair
Aviation Group and Chairman of the Board of the Russian Association of Air Transport Operators (AEWT),

who moderated the first session of the Forum, along
with the growth of low-cost airlines there are two more
important components of the future that is knocking at
our doors: it is the casualization and the commoditization of the aviation business. From the elite transport,
where the dress code existed in premium classes and
was strictly adhered to, civil aviation became widespread, and now you can hardly meet a person in a
suit and with a tie on board the aircraft. According to
Andrei Martirosov, a recent poll showed that almost
half of the passengers believe that they are traveling
on the flight of the aggregator where they bought
their air tickets. And according to Boris Rybak, CEO
of Infomost Consulting, who also moderated the first
session, a possible invasion of global technological giants into commercial air transport could completely
change the entire industry.
Attempts to reclaim the past are doomed to failure.
It is important to realize the new reality and work in
it, preparing for new challenges. This is precisely the
mission of the 19th international aviation forum Wings
of the Future.

“

It’s a pleasure to participate. We are delighted to
see the format of the event is adapted to the new

environment. A few years back we were focusing on

technology. Now we are looking at what happens in the
industry after the pandemic.” — Julien Franiatte, Head
of Country Russia, Airbus

“

I try to participate in almost all events organized by
ATO Events. I find it very helpful and educational. It

is clear that, especially in the current situation, we have
certain limitations. It is not often that you meet with col-

leagues in person. The opportunity to meet with partners,
to debate, to exchange experiences, or even to gossip.
It seems to me that this is a very nice opportunity that
is very much needed.” — Evgeny Klyucharyov, CEO,
RedWings
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Agenda

Julien Franiatte, Head of Country Russia, Airbus, reported on what actions AirThe first session of the Forum was devoted to global issues of air transport develop- bus is taking and planning to bring the air transportation industry to zero greenment in a new reality. Rafael Schvartzman, Regional VP, Europe, IATA joined in with house gas emissions by 2050. Already now, for the past 30 years, a 50% reduca presentation from Madrid, and spoke about the consequences of the coronavirus tion compared to 1990, has been achieved due to optimized aerodynamics, use of
crisis for the world civil aviation and about the IATA’s forecast for the Russian market new materials and creation of new generation engines. Zero emissions during the
over the coming years. Further, representatives of the three world leading aircraft remaining 30 years can be achieved through air traffic optimization (7%), develmanufacturing companies delivered their presentations in both face-to-face and opment of new engines and new technologies (34%), biofuel switching (53%)
online format.
and market-based emission control measures (6%).

“

I am glad to be at the venue, where industry professionals have
gathered, where we also met our old friends and potential new

friends. I see a very good mix of the airports and airline representatives
here, and the topics of the speeches are very interesting for our industry,
because we are going through a difficult period, and it is very important

to listen to the best practices in this market.” — Islam Sekerbekov,
Director Sales Worldwide, Air Astana

“

This is a fabulous event. A cross-section of the industry represented
here brings diverse opinions and a great opportunity to network

with those in the commercial aviation sector.” — Randal L. Heisey,
Managing Director, Commercial Marketing — Middle East & Africa,
Boeing
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Randal L. Heisey, Managing Director, Commercial
Marketing — Middle East & Africa, Russia, Ukraine and
CIS, Boeing, presented the Boeing’s forecast for the civil
aviation market in Russia, Ukraine and the CIS, according to which in the period 2021–2040, the demand will
exceed 1,500 aircraft worth over $ 200 billion. Of this
amount, narrow-body aircraft will account for 75% in
quantity and 67% in value, wide-body aircraft — 9%
in quantity and 23% in value, regional — 15% and 5%,
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respectively, freight — 1% and 5%. 705 aircraft will be design of which in perspective allows the transition to
used to update the fleet, another 835 aircraft will be hydrogen fuel. According to Embraer, it is the regional
needed to increase the fleet, so taking into account the aviation that will play a major role in the technological
current aircraft fleet, the total fleet in Russia, Ukraine revolution of 2025-2050, since the capacity and techand the CIS will amount to 2,095 aircraft in 2040.
nical readiness of new power plants at this stage will
Vadims Fokins, Regional Sales Director, CIS and not be enough for long-haul aircraft.
Nordic countries, Embraer, spoke about solutions for a
Also, the agenda of the first session included precarbon-neutral future in regional aviation, in particu- sentation by Mikko Turtiainen, Vice President, Market
lar, about the project of a new turboprop aircraft, the Management, Finnair, who spoke about the new real-
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ity for Finnair, and Chris Tarry, Director, CTAIRA, who
shared his opinion on the “new reality” of air transport
from the perspective of a leading aviation analyst and
consultant.
One of the highlights of the first session was an
on-stage interview by Jozsef Varadi, co-founder and
CEO of the booming low-cost airline Wizz Air. In a
conversation with Sergey Koltovich, Chairman of the
Board of Directors at Kamchatka Airlines, Jozsef Varadi gave his vision of the development of the low-cost
transportation market, expressed his confidence that
the share of low-cost airlines would exceed 50% as a
result of the pandemic, told a lot of interesting things
about Wizz Air and for the first time announced the
imminent launch of low-cost flights from Abu Dhabi
to Moscow.
Mikko Turtiainen, Vice President, Market Management, Finnair; Islam Sekerbekov, Sales Director, Air
Astana; and Vadim Besperstov, Director for Russia and
the CIS, Emirates, shared their views on how the new
reality is adjusting the strategic plans of airlines. All
three companies differ in scale and mostly operate in
different markets, but the discussion moderator Alexey
Shubenkov, Vice President, Director for Development,
Transport Clearing House, was able to highlight the
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points that are relevant for everyone in regard to the
Russian market.
The next block of the program, moderated by Alexander Sizintsev, General Director of Online Reservation
Systems, was dedicated to the digital transformation
of air transport. Presentations were made by Francois Chazelle, Senior Business Development Manager,
SITA, who spoke about the use of machine learning
and predictive analytics to optimize fuel consumption at all stages of a flight; Jean-Vincent Teuler, Head
of Business Development, EMEA, Saber, who spoke
about the possibilities of using correctly collected and
processed data as the basis for digital transformation;
Yana Khrestik, Account Manager for Russia and the
CIS, Aviasales, who spoke about new approaches to
assessing passenger traffic, implemented on the basis
of processing big metasearch data; and Dmitry Krasyukov, CDO, SAP, who spoke about the digitalization
of the airline’s business processes and the implementation of ESG principles, adherence to which and the
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formation of appropriate reporting will soon become
an urgent need.
In the final part of the Forum, the situation on
the Russian air transportation market was discussed.
A thorough analysis of the market, which was made
by Fyodor Borisov, an expert of the Institute of Economics and Technology, National Research University
Higher School of Economics, served as the basis for a
lively conversation during the panel discussion. It was
moderated by Ilya Kabachnik, Deputy General Director for Aerospace Insurance, AlfaStrakhovaniye. Dmitry
Belokon, Vice President for Network and Fleet Management, UTair Aviation; Evgeny Zenchenko, Director of the Corporate Strategy Department, Aeroflot —
Russian Airlines; Evgeny Klyucharev, General Director,
RedWings; Matvey Kolotursky, Director for Economics,
Ural Airlines; Anton Korolev, Deputy General Director,
STLC; and Denis Pomerantsev, Deputy General Director for Finance, Smartavia, shared their views with the

audience. This panel discussion served as a bright concluding point of the forum.
A significant event within the framework of the
forum was the “Wings of the Future” Award ceremony for young leaders of the air transport industry. The
award was given to talented young airline and airport
managers who will develop air transport, which, despite all the current turmoil, is the link between people,
nations, countries and continents.
The awards were presented to the winners by representatives of the General Award Sponsor — SITA:
Marina Zvyagina, Vice President for Eastern Europe;
and Christian Dana, Director EURO Consulting.

Audience

Industry
46% Airlines

Airlines and airports

9% Airports
8% IT
8% Government officials

KAMCHATKA

5% Media
5% Education
4% Manufacturers
3% Insurance
3% Travel agencies
2% Consulting
2% Oil companies
1% Leasing
1% Metasearch engines
1% MRO providers
1% Lawyers
1% Finance
1% Other
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Among Speakers

Andrey Martirosov, Utair

Rafael Schvartzman, IATA

Julien Franiatte, Airbus

Chris Tarry, CTAIRA

Jozsef Varadi, Wizz Air

Sergey Koltovich,
Kamchatka Airlines,
Forbes contributor

Randal L. Heisey, Boeing

Alexey Shubenkov,
Transport Clearing House

Mikko Turtiainen, Finnair

Vadim Besperstov, Emirates

Islam Sekerbekov, Air Astana

Vadims Fokins, Embraer

Alexander Sizintsev,
ORS (Online Reservation
System)

Francois Chazelle, SITA
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Among Speakers

Jean-Vincent Teuler, Sabre

Yana Khrestik, Aviasales

Dmitry Krasyukov, SAP

Fyodor Borisov, Higher
School of Economics

Matvey Kolotursky, Ural Airlines

Anton Korolev, GTLK

Evgeny Zenchenko,
Aeroflot — Russian Airlines

Denis Pomerantsev, Smartavia
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Ilya Kabachnik,
AlfaStrakhovanie

Dmitry Belokon, Utair

Evgeny Klyucharyov,
RedWings

Wings of Future
Award Nominations
and Laureates
• Strategic Planning and Business Development
– Vitaly Andreev, General Director, Atran
Airlines
– Igor Knyazev, Project Manager for International Cooperation and Business Development, Volga-Dnepr Airlines
• Commerce and Finances
– Evgeniya Nortseva, Deputy Chief Financial
Officer, Ural Airlines
• Aircraft Fleet Management
– Yuriy Chernousov, Deputy Technical Director
for Production, Red Wings Airlines
• Air Terminal Complex Management
– Yulia Korobova, Head of Buildings and Constructions Maintenance Service, Pulkovo
Airport
• Aerodrome Complex Management
– Andrey Fyodorov, Head of Complex Shift,
Pulkovo Airport
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• Marketing and PR
– Alexander Vlasov, Press Secretary, Domodedovo Airport
• Information Technologies
– Areg Azaryan, Director of Data Regulation Department, S7 Group of Companies
– Ruslan Gusak, Director of Information Technology Department, Azimut Airlines
• Operational and Business Activities
– Diana Bdaytsieva, Head of Personnel Selection
and Adaptation Department, Rossiya Airlines
– Denis Videnin, Deputy General Representative
in the Eastern Region, S7 Airlines
– Victor Severinov, Head of Labor Protection Service, Pulkovo Airport
• Flight Operations and Safety of Flights
– Alexander Fomkin, Head of Risk Management
Department, S7 Airlines
• Timur Kazakov-Prokopyev, Head of Rescue Team of
the Flight Support S&R Service, Pulkovo Airport

16

|

Wings of the Future, October 27, 2021

• Aircraft Maintenance and Continued Airworthiness: Operational Achievements
– Vladimir Zentsov, Head of Engineering and Coordination Center, Smartavia Airlines
– Lilia Karmanova, Head of IAS Economic Department, UVT Aero
– Andrey Shadrin, Deputy General Director — Director of Aviation Technical Complex
UTair-Engineering
• Aircraft Maintenance Continued Airworthiness:
Groundwork for the Future
– Eduard Maisky, Deputy General Director for
Quality, Alrosa Airlines
– Anton Slinko, Head of Economics and Resource
Management Department, Ural Airlines
• Ground Handling
– Anton Knyazev, Head of Ground Handling
Standards and Quality Department, Ground
Handling Directorate, S7 Airlines
• Customer Service
– Olga Edik, Head of Passenger Service Group,
Transportation Organization, Sochi International Airport

• Legal Activities
– Olga Kochetkova, Head of Budget and Contracts Department, NordStar Airlines
– Olesya Orlova, Senior Legal Counsel, S7 Group
of Companies
During six years of the Award, more than 150 persons
have received its prizes and diplomas, many of them
now occupy higher positions and, in turn, nominate
their colleagues to participate in the competition. The
former award winners note that the victory in this
competition has become a bright event in their lives
and contributed to their personal and career growth.
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We thank our sponsors

The Wings of the Future international forum was hosted by Infomost Consulting, a leading organizer of professional events
in the transport sector.

Moscow, +7 495 651–94–35, www.atoevents.ru
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